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Newsletter No. 9 - 25™ March, 2009
Dear Parents,

In May 2009 the National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be completed for all
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in all government and non-government schools. This program, which has the
support of all state and territory Education Ministers, will assess the literacy and numeracy learning of students in
all Australian schools.

In New South Wales the NAPLAN tests have replaced the Basic Skills Tests (BST), English Language and Literacy
Assessment (ELLA) and Secondary Numeracy Assessment Program (SNAP). The results of the tests will provide
important information to schools about what each student can do, and will be used to support teaching and learning
programs. Parents will receive a report indicating their child’s level of achievement. Each student’s level of
achievement will be reported against the national minimum standard.

Background information (student name, gender, date of birth, language background and Aboriginality) will be
collected as part of the National Assessment Program. This information is treated confidentially and held securely
to ensure that every student’s right to privacy is maintained.

The tests will be conducted across Australia on the same days for all students according to the following timetable:
» Tuesday 12 May — Language test (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) and Writing
» Wednesday 13 May — Reading test
» Thursday 14 May — Numeracy test
»  Friday 15 May — A ‘catch-up’ day is scheduled for students who missed a test or were absent on a
particular day.

Students may be considered for exemption from the tests if they are newly arrived in Australia (less than

one year before the test) and with a language background other than English, or if they have significant
intellectual and/or functional disability. Parents are asked to contact the school if they would like to discuss
exemption for their child. Access to special provisions and exemption from the tests must be discussed with your
school’s learning support team and the school Principal, and a parent/carer consent form must be signed.

Parents also have the right to withdraw their child from the tests. If you wish to withdraw your child from the tests
you must sign a parent/carer consent form. Consent forms are available at your school.

Please make an appointment with the Principal of the school your child attends if you would like further
information about your child’s participation in the National Assessment Program.

It is very important that every effort is made for your child to attend school on the days in question.

Additional information can be found at: http://www.naplan.edu.au/parents/parents.html

Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or myself if you would like more information about the
NAPLAN testing. Samples of past tests are available at school and teachers use these in class to prepare students
for the test format. This is particularly so in Year 3 where the whole test situation is very unfamiliar.
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TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4

Student Term Student Term Student Term Student Term
Commences 281 Commenoes 28/ Commancas: 28/7 Commeances 18/10
Concludes 5/4 Conciudes 10/7 Concludes 2/10 Concludes 1612




IMPORTANT DATES:
Friday 27/3 - Schools Earth Day
Kinder Breakfast 7.45 to 8.30am
Stg 1 Assembly - KIS Ttem
Last day of Term 1
Students resume for Term 2

Thurs 9/4
Wed 29/4

IT'S DISCO TIME!
LET'S PARTY!

The SRC is holding a DISCO on

Wednesday, 1°" April (Week 10).

Cost is $2 and this will go towards the Stage 3 excursion. Stage 1 disco is from 5pm to
6.30pm and Stages 2 and 3 from 6.30pm to 8pm. There will be snacks and drinks for sale

on the night

SO EVERYONE...........

put your dancing shoes onl!

OUR CANTEEN NEEDS YOUR HELP!

In a normal week at the Tyalla Canteen,
Thursdays and Fridays are the busiest days.
Alison, our canteen supervisor usually has to
handle these days by herself and is pleading
for volunteer assistance to help out -
especially for the next 2 weeks as this term
comes to a close.

If you are able to give even an hour of your
time, please come to the canteen - your help
is urgently needed and would be greatly
welcomed.

Unless more volunteer assistance is given, we
may have to consider operating the canteen
on a very restricted menu on these days.

STAGE 3 MAJOR EXCURSION TO
SYDNEY - It's all happening! - The response
has been great! Have you returned your
"Expression of Interest” form and your
deposit yet? - The spaces are filling quickly
Some wonderful
experiences have
been planned for
a very memorable
trip for those
students
participating.

AN EMAIL FROM MRS MINTER: -

"Hello from a very white Canada!l We have
been here in Airdrie, Alberta for 3 months
now and it has been white the entire fime.
They have had the heaviest snowfalls in more
than 12 years. It has been very cold with
temperatures as low as -35c. We have
seftled into the routine of life at Ralph
McCall School. You will be wondering what
the students do on these cold days? Well
they go outdoors. Children are expected to
play outside for recess and a shorter lunch
playtime unless it reaches -25c with the
windchill.  Makes for some very cold
playground duties for me and some
interesting games of soccer to watch!

Of course Meg and Tate are enjoying the fact
that they don't have to wear school uniforms
and are getting used to the earlier starting
time. We start school at 8.12am and it is
usually still dark as we go to school in the
mornings. It is starting to get lighter now as
it is officially Spring here now, although the
Spring weather hasn't arrived yet.

School finishes at 3pm, but we finish earlier
on Fridays, at 1.08pm.

Hope to keep you up to date on some of the
interesting things we are doing during our
great adventure”. From Mrs Minter and family




Today is Ride2School Day at Tyalla
Most of the day's activities are still fo come
but we would like to say an enormous "THANK
YOU" to VENTOUX CYCLES and especially
to Al, who came to the school and talked to
Year 4 students about care and maintenance
of their bikes and also about the different
types of bikes and their uses. The students
and staff were very appreciative.

THANK YOU VENTOUX CYCLES and AL!
Ventoux Cycles are at Park Beach Road Coffs
Harbour - 6651 3355.

Look for more Ride2School Day highlights
in next week's Newslatter.

IT'S ALMOST TIME FOR OUR HUGE
EASTER RAFFLE - Our P&C has been busy
making up lots and lots of beautiful baskets
which will be prizes for some very lucky
people who have bought tickets in the Easter
Raffle.

Tickets have been sent home for sale - cost is
50c each or 3 for $1. More tickets are
available from the school office if needed.
The raffle will be
drawn at the Easter
Hat Parade on April 8™.
What a  wonderful
response there has
been and it's not too
late to send in your
donations of eggs,
Easter toys and
goodies - your child
could be lucky enough
to win a prize in the
special draw for those who have contributed.

Community News

COFFS CITY UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB -
Two of our nominated teams are short in
numbers - they are the Under 10' Jaguars
(mixed team) and Under 12's Pridettes (girls
team), - we are offering any players that join
into these teams a 50% discount, which means
a fee of $70. Training has already started
and the first match is on 4™ April.

NORTHERN STORM FOOTBALL TEAM s
looking for Under 11 and Under 12 girls to
play soccer with us in 2009.

Contact Mike Lloyd on 0413 441 004 for
deftails.

FREE TENNIS COACHING
Come along and enjoy FREE group tfennis
coaching (1 hour per week) until the end of
Term 1, 2009, at the Westside Tennis Club,
King Street, Coffs Harbour, with qualified
tennis coaches.
If you then sign up for Term 2, you
will receive a FREE tennis

@) @ f racquet (value up to $50).
_/ To enrol, please phone Allan
Pade on 66527694.

>

We are still collecting OLD MOBILE PHONES
- This is the easiest fundraiser ever! The
school will receive $2.50 for every old mobile
phone we collect! Please bring/send in your
unwanted mobiles, no matter what the age or
condition - There is a collection box in the
office. This not only helps the school but also
the planet and the environment as well. It is
estimated there are 16 ,

million old mobile phones
just lying around in office
and home drawers in
Australia - so dig them out
and send them along to school!
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Amanda Langlands

Real Estate Sales Consultant

PRD nationwide

181 Harbour Driva, Coffs Harbour NSW 2450
Ph. 6652 5833 or 0408 56 16 B2

Clagzas in ’
Caffs Harbour - Narranga - Boambes Hall /;I“" \

é\' Clagses from Pre-School to Adults | Y
'~ Come and Enjoy \
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Call Julie - Phone 0Z 6652 S647 Mobile 0402 137 171
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" EDUCATION CENTRE COFFS HARBOUR -

PROFESSIONAL TUTORING
* Reading * Mathematics * English * Spelling

For details and a FREE ASSESSMENT
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Karen Burrows
Mortgage Consultant

1/20 Gordon Streat, Coffs Harbour NSW 2450
call 0428 960 132 or 6650 9888

A call Judy Burley 6651 4369 »
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a greater life

Lowest R
Offset Printing ates
We cater for all your printing and design requirements
with some of the lowest printing rates in Australia.

Contact our friendly staff for an obligation free quote.
* Business cards * Brochures
* Letterheads * Magazines
= With compliment slips * Newsletters
* Presentation Folders * Catalogues
* Calendars * Magnets

Study full bme, part time, oniine, distance or
Naxibility... Secure yaur future.,

Unisash your potential... Enguire MOW -
WWW.Nci. tafansw edu.au

Morth

fumlly deniul surgery

Demtal Therapists exclusively
for children. Now accepting the Teen
Bental Vouchers from Medicare

Cnr Bray St & Pacific Hwy, Cofis Harbour
(02) 6651 1350

PLACE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT HERE! *

IFYOU ARE INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN
THIS NEWSLETTER PLEASE
FREECALL 1800 245 077
FAX (0F7) 3290 1988
EMAIL: infoltaustnews.com.ai
b or visit our website www. austnews.com.au
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A Programme of Tennis Helated Activitie
Dieslgn ﬁ|l E||H1-. the Co-ordine I i
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*Qualifiesd Sernior Cooches *Established Far 15 Year
For FURTHER Information Times & Bookings

Aneds I3-9yms. 5-fnrs, T-S9yrs, 10-12yms. 13 l1Em

*Full Ineurance Cover For Your Child
- Phone: 6658 3977 e

Family Fun Creating Lasting Memories

Phone 66514188 NOW and talk to Alex,
North Coasts leading Swimming Pool Consultant

=& Poolside &

Water World

161 Orlando St
Coffs Harbour
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